
Classroom Modifications that Assist in Managing the Auditory Environment
1) Manage the environment for excess noise, reverberation, and distance.  The child with hearing loss will do best when the auditory information is presented at close proximity with little or no background noise.

2) Use of carpeting, curtains, and wall coverings help to diminish noise and reverberation.

3) Use of a foam mat or carpet square under materials that make a lot of noise such as wooden block may be helpful.

4) Turn off all extraneous noise such as fans, background music, or anything that has a constant noise.  Shut the windows if there is excessive playground noise; Close the doors if there is a lot of noise in the hallways.

5) Add tennis balls to chair legs to reduce classroom noise from students shifting in their chairs.

6) Reduce the noise from the loudspeaker if it is not essential to the class.  If it is essential information, it will need to be repeated to the child to ensure that s/he has the needed information.

7) Use an individual FM system or a soundfield FM system to enhance listening and increase the signal to noise ratio within the classroom.

8) Provide preferential seating to ensure access to information from both auditory and visual channels.  Auditory information should be presented at near range with a clear view of the speaker for the best visual input possible.  If the child is signing as the primary communication method they will need to have a clear view of interpreters and/or teachers at all times.  The child should be placed so that window light is coming from behind and highlighting the speaker/signer.

9) Repetition of information, pre and post teaching concepts and directions, and use of small groups verses a larger classroom is helpful to ensure that the child with hearing loss has access to all information.












